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has tried to escape the custom of our country, and how can I ?
I agree ! '
" Then followed the burial, which took place the same
night. The chief priest clothed the corpse of the dead king,
and he, the senior chief, and the new king alone took the
body to the place of burial. The new king mounted a horse,
and the corpse was put astride the horse in front of him.
They then went in solemn procession to the place of burial,
which is called pujL This procession to puji took place at
midnight, and no women, boys, or strangers were allowed
to see it.
" The place of burial was a funeral chamber excavated
beneath the floor of a large, domed, circular hut. A hole
was made in the centre of the hut with a narrow opening
about two feet across, widening out below to about the same
size as the hut itself. Its general shape was therefore like
an inverted funnel. The roof of this funeral chamber was
supported by beams and rafters. The earth was all removed
to a distance. The floor was beaten. A kind of ladder was
made by which to descend into the tomb.
" The king, the chief priest, and the senior chief carried
the old king's body down into the tomb. Prepared for its
reception were a red cloak, twelve mats, tulus (water-jars),
a washing basin, a calabash for drinking, pipe and tobacco,
apparatus for making fire, a finger-bowl, some palm wine.
The mouth of the hole is then covered over. The roof of the
hut is covered by all the people of the village.with old clothes,
and it is left until it falls in. ...
" The king might not sneeze. If he sneezed, coughed,
had smallpox, or was sick in any way he was killed." x
Among the Fung, a tribe inhabiting the country south
of the Gezira between the White and Blue Niles, but who
seem to have migrated thither from Sennar, the custom of
killing the king on magical or religious grounds seems
formerly to have been regularly observed. It is recorded
by the traveller Bruce,2 who tells us that the king-killer was
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